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REMARKS 

Claim 1-20 were examined and have been rejected. The applicant has canceled 
claims 1-20, without prejudice, and reserves the right to re-add the claims to this or 
another application. 

Additionally, the applicant has replaced canceled claims 1-20 with new claims 21-37. 
Support for the amendments to new independent claims 21, 26, and 32 can be found in 
paragraph [0006] of the application as filed. 

The applicant has provided the new claims to define the invention more particularly 
and distinctly so as to overcome the rejection and define the invention patentably over the 
prior art. 

35 U.S.C. 103 Rejection of Claims 1, 3, 5, and 7 

Claims 1-20 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Danneels, U.S. Patent 5,533,112 (hereinafter "Danneels") in view of Christoffereson et al., 
U.S. Patent 7,006,616 (hereinafter "Christoffereson"). The applicant submits that the new 
claims that replace now-cancelled claims 1-20 overcome the rejection. 

New claim 21 recites: 

21. A method comprising: 
receiving: 

(1) a first series of frames that represents a first audio signal from a 
first user's terminal, said first user's terminal being a first headset, and 

(2) a second series of frames that represents a second audio signal 
from a second user's terminal; 

forming a third series of frames that represents a first composite 
signal that excludes said second audio signal when said first user's terminal 
and said second user's terminal are collocated with each other along a direct 
audio path ; and 

transmitting said third series of frames to said first user's terminal. 
(emphasis supplied) 

Nowhere does Danneels or Christoffereson teach or suggest, alone or in combination, 
what new claim 21 recites — namely forming a composite signal to be sent to a first user's 
headset, the composite signal excluding an audio signal from a second user's terminal when 
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the first user's headset and the second user's terminal are collocated with each other along 
a direct audio path. 

Christoffereson discloses an audio-conference bridging system and method that 
provides a separate mixing function for each participant in the conference. Furthermore, 
Danneels discloses a method and system for mixing audio-conference signals that allow 
participants to control the volumes of audio signals received from other participants. 
However, while allowing the participants to control the volumes of audio signals received 
from other participants might achieve an effect of attenuating other participants in close 
proximity, it is not the same as the conferencing system itself excluding the signals from a 
participant under a condition of collocation , as is taught in the illustrative embodiment of 
the present invention. 

In the technique disclosed in the present application— summarized in 
paragraph [0006], for example— the mixing function i) tracks which conference call 
participants are collocated with each other and ii) omits the audio signals of the collocated 
participants. This is particularly important in the situation where a participant in a 
conference room has her own headset (e.g., Bluetooth, etc.) and neither requires nor wants 
the speech from a collocated participant to be played through her headset. And it would be 
inconvenient for the headset user to have to repeatedly remove her headset whenever a 
collocated participant in the same room begins to speak, in order to avoid hearing the 
speaking participant both directly and through the headset. Moreover, it would be 
cumbersome for the headset user to have to readjust the volumes of the audio signals 
received from the other participants whenever she walks in or out of a conference room 
while still on the conference call. 

In other words, the technique of the present invention recognizes that there is 
already a direct audio path of sound waves from the mouth of a collocated participant to the 
ear of the headset user, and therefore, the headset should not receive the corresponding 
signal from the conferencing system. The conferencing system itself should consider the 
collocation and form the signals accordingly, as in the illustrative embodiment of the 
present invention. The cited references (Danneels and Christoffereson) simply do not teach 
these points. 

For these reasons the applicant respectfully overcomes the rejection of claim 21. 
Because claims 22 through 25 depend on claim 21 the applicant respectfully submits 
that the rejection of them is also overcome. 



Serial No. 10/672319 



DeMont & Breyer Docket: 630-038US 
Avaya Docket: 501034-A-US-CIP 



New claims 26 through 31 are similar to the aforementioned set of claims, in that 
they recite an apparatus that performs the method recited in claims 21 through 25. 
Therefore, for the same reasons as with claims 21 through 25, the applicant respectfully 
submits that the rejection of claims 26 through 31 is also overcome. 

New claims 32 through 37 are also similar to the aforementioned set of claims, in 
that they recite a conferencing system that performs the method recited in claims 21 
through 25. Therefore, for the same reasons as with claims 21 through 25, the applicant 
respectfully submits that the rejection of claims 32 through 37 is also overcome. 



Request for Reconsideration Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.111 

Having responded to each and every ground for objection and rejection in the last 
Office action, applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the instant application 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.111 and request that the Examiner allow all of the pending claims and 
pass the application to issue. 

If there are remaining issues, the applicants respectfully request that Examiner 
telephone the applicants' attorney so that those issues can be resolved as quickly as 
possible. 

Respectfully, 

Doree Duncan Seligmann 

By /Jason Paul DeMont/ 

Jason Paul DeMont 
Reg. No. 35,793 
Attorney for Applicants 
732-687-7990 

DeMont & Breyer, L.L.C. 
Suite 250 

100 Commons Way 
Holmdel, NJ 07733 
United States of America 



